


Cost of Water Conservation Programs 
Summary of Existing Literature/Research 

 Existing literature addresses individual  practices (e.g.,
 toilet rebates, toilet distribution, washing machine
 rebates, etc.) 

 Consistency in evaluation methods 
  Amortization over length of savings – consistency 
 NPV (Net Present Value) in cost/benefit analysis 
 Deferred capital costs/ROI 
  Evaluation criteria 

  It is recognized that public education/outreach is
 critical, but not always factored into the cost of water
 conservation “programs” as it generally doesn’t result
 in “quantifiable” savings. 



Sturm and Thornton, 2007 



Evaluation and Cost Benefit Analysis of 
Municipal Water Conservation Programs, 

Water CASA (2006?) 



San Antonio Water System (SAWS) 
Texas Indoor Programs 



SAWS INDOOR CONSERVATION PROGRAMS 

Department: Conservation Owner: B. Leister 

Annual Objective:  
1,981.93 Acre-feet 

Saved in 2009 













Broward Projects  
Project Cost/$1,000 gallons 

C-51 Reservoir Project $2,700 + treatment 

Floridan expansion $7,000 

Reuse systems $10,000-$12,000 

Floridan-expansion of Hollywood $3,000 

Biscayne Aquifer Recharge $15,000 

NatureScape Irrigation Service (2009) $1.41 

Condensate Recovery System*  $0.38-$1.79 

Plantation HET Program $9.78-$10.91 

Water SIP Projects (2003-2010) $5.15 

Pompano Showerhead, Aerators $0.53 

Lighthouse Point Irrigation Systems $6.80 

Broward County WWS HET $19.74 

* Per Bassett, amortized 20 years 



Project $Cost/1000 
gallons 

SAWS  conservation program (2009) $9.59 

Tampa Bay indoor conservation program 
(2007) 

$15.95 

Tampa Bay outdoor conservation program 
(2007) 

$25.54 

Tamarac Conservation (2006-2009) $1.37 

Public Outreach Program – Cary, NC (2001) $0.49 

Conservation Program Costs 



Questions? 


